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I- PURPOSE AND READING
A general survey of Turkish History from the beginning of World War II until present. A comparative and analythical account of party-politics, Social movements and mobilisations; different interpretations of Kemalism, the problems of urbanisation, industrialisation and immigation; cultural and ideological changes, Turkey’s foreign policy and overall assesment of Turkey’s standing in light of national and international developments.
II- OUTLINE
· Political and Economic Developments: 1923-1938 

· The period after Atatürk 1938-45

· Transition from the single-party to the multi-party system 1923-1946 : the Democratic Party Experience (1950-1960)

· Fluctuations in Cold War Foreign Policy 

·  Internal and external developments leading to the September 12, 1980 Coup d’état (1960-1980).

· Political and Economic Developments. (1980-2000).

·  Exam

   III- PRELIMINARY NOTES

       When the military victory (National Struggle 1919-22) and the political program of the Nationalists had been achieved and recognized by the world in an international treaty,(Lausanne, 1923) the founder of Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk believed that it was time to make fundamental changes in the whole structure of Turkish society and culture. By formulating and adopting certain political principles which later became the part of the political programmes of the Republican People’s Party created by Atatürk , Turkey’s face was  literally altered. The institutional reforms were continued into the social, legal and cultural spheres during the rest of the 1920s. It was a transformation from an Islamic, multinational Empire to a national Turkish state, from theocracy to a constitutional republic, from old Islamic concepts of authority identity and loyalty to new conceptions of a modern secular Republic. He set Turkey on the path of modernization and secularization by fostering Turkish national consciousness and by breaking the hold of Islam over law and education as well as in the state. 

       It would be too optimistic to think that the opposition to the new regime and to the strong personality of Mustafa Kemal would not rise considering the above-mentioned radical changes. Atatürk faced some serious challenges to his authority during the first half of the 1920s.  His government was opposed by those who refused to accept the abolition of the caliphate and the establishment of a secular state. Opposition manifested itself in the shape of the Progressive Republican Party (1924) and the Free Republican Party (1930)- both of which were closed on the grounds that they posed a threat to the regime. So until 1946 Turkey was ruled under a single-party regime. The 1924 Constitution stipulated that all power resided in the Turkish Grand National Assembly which was the only legitimate representative of the sovereign will of the nation. The Republican Peoples’ Party and the state were identified closely and all reforms were carried out by the ruling Republican Party. 

      World War Two (1939-1945) had profound effects on Turkey’ political and economic situation and brought the single-party system to an end. Despite having stayed out of the war, wartime economic restrictions, the desire for more open Islamic observances and the relaxation of some of the secular requirements for which party had long stood were the main factors contributing to the end of the single-party system. The opposition to the single party’s rule emerged soon after Atatürk’s death; however, it was subordinated to the more pressing national need during the war. Once peace was achieved, more liberal political, economic and social attitudes and policies were demanded, the Republican People’s Party was split and, with the entrance of the Democratic Party, in Turkish politics in 1946, the multi party system came into existence. 

       The Democratic Party rule between 1950-1960 took a pro-Western stand. Liberal parliamentary democracy along with liberal economic policies, and greater freedom for religious practices were allowed. However, towards the end of the Democratic decade, economic difficulties and political repression –the increased majority seemed to have pushed the Democrats towards more authoritarian government-created discontent among civilians and the army as well as some intellectual quarters. The result was a military coup which took place in May 27, 1960.

       Fundamental changes took place in the structure of the international system after the World War Two. The formation of a bipolar international system represented by the USA and the USSR necessitated that Turkey put its national security before its political agenda. Having been subject to Soviet demands for territorial concessions Turkish policymakers felt the necessity to forge close ties with the West, particularly the USA. Turkey having been included in a variety of Western institutions and fully integrated into the Western alliance, played its well-defined role, which was to resist Soviet expansionism by serving at NATO’s southern flank. Its foreign policy strategy could be summarized as affiliation with the West and non-intervention in the regional politics of the Middle East. 

The 1970s were years of crises for Turkey. The world-wide recession, dramatic the increase in the price of oil, the huge foreign debt, the American arms embargo, high unemployment, rampant inflation, massive shortages along with political violence and terrorism were the main contributing factors to the deteriorating situation in Turkey. The military which took over in September 12, 1980 justified its involvement in politics by pointing to the threats to Turkey’s national security and territorial integrity, as well as separatist activities and unstable and weak governments in office unable to deal effectively with the numerous challenges facing the country. As for the economic policies, with the January 24, 1980 decisions, all obstacles which had stood in the way of a market economy were removed as favored by the International Monetary Fund. The introduction of political activity in the spring of 1983 and the elections held in November were decisive steps towards civil society. Foreign policy developments (i.e. the collapse of Soviet Union, the end of the Cold War, the Gulf War, the US intervention in Iraq and the “emergence of a new world order” ), however, put Turkey’s economic and military capacity, as well as diplomatic initiative to the test.  

IV- COURSE REQUIREMENTS
         This is basically a lecture course. Class discussions will be carried out as much as the limited time permits. All members of the course must be regularly prepared for and required to participate in the class discussions on the related topics. All examination will be given in the form of essays. The final exam will cover all the materials covered by the lectures, readings and class discussions throughout the semester. In calculation of the term grade mid-term examination is weighted 50% and the final exam 50%. Succesful performances in the class discussions will be given an extra credit. Absences during the class meetings will be taken into consideration by the instructor in calculation of the term grade.
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