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Course Description: 

Changing world-contexts for the Turkish economy from the Tanzimat era to the present, and 

within that matrix, the unfolding connections of economic growth, structural change, income 

distribution, and social transformation. The emergence of new social groups and strata during the 

19th and 20th centuries. 

This seminar course aims to provide students with a comprehensive survey of the economic and 

social history of the Ottoman Empire and Turkey by focusing on themes such as capital 

accumulation, social justice, inequality, social welfare, income distribution, wealth and poverty, 

and taxation. For each theme, the readings and discussions will cover the recent theoretical 

debates as well as historical and contemporary studies. The course provides a platform for 

students to develop critical and analytical perspective to the economic and social history of 

Ottoman and Turkey.  

Course Delivery Methods: 

During the first part of the semester, shared readings will provide students with conceptual tools 

and help them formulate their own research agendas and questions as to Ottoman/Turkish history 

and contemporary society. As part of course requirements students are expected to carry out one 

small research project or an in-class book report, both should be related to the general issues that 

we will be discussing throughout the first part of the semester. Research topics and books for 

reports may be on historical issues, as well as on contemporary social problems. 

 

Assignments: 

Weekly Readings: This seminar is organized around common readings as the basis for weekly  

discussions (55%).  

Research project/ book report (25%) and its presentation (20%). 
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