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State and the Economy

This is a seminar course which intends to cover various topics in economic sociology.
Students will be asked to write two papers of 12-15 pages each, on topics related to the
readings.

Week 1-

Robert C. Tucker ed. The Marx-Engels Reader, pp. 146-200 (from The German
Ideology), pp. 734-759 (from Engels, The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the
State).

Alvin Gouldner, The Two Marxisms: Contradictions and Anomalies in the Development
of Theory, Seabury, 1982, chapter 11, “State and Class in Marxism”.

Week 2-

Gianfranco Poggi, The Development of the Modern State: A Sociological Introduction,
Stanford U.P., 1978.

Pierre Bourdieu, “Rethinking the State: Genesis and Structure of the Bureaucratic Field”,
Sociological Theory, 12, 1, March 1994, pp. 1-18.

Week 3-

Peter Evans, Embedded Autonomy: States and Industrial Transformation, Princeton
U.P.,1995, pp. 3-73.

Vivek Chibber, “Reviving the Developmental State? The Myth of the ‘National
Bourgeoisie’”, Socialist Register, 2005.



Week 4-

Karl Polanyi, selections from The Great Transformation in Nicole Biggart ed., Readings
in Economic Sociology, Blackwell, 2002.

Fred Block, “Rethinking Capitalism”, in Biggart ed.

Fred Block, “The Roles of the State in the Economy” in N. Smelser and R. Swedberg
eds., Handbook of Economic Sociology, Princeton, 1994.

Wolfgang Streeck, “Taking Capitalism Seriously: Toward an Institutionalist Approach to

Contemporary Political Economy”, Max Planck Institute for Social Research discussion
paper, 2010.

Week 5-

Peter Evans, “The Eclipse of the State? Reflections on Stateness in an Era of
Globalization,” World Politics, October 1997.

Michael Mann, “Has Globalization Ended the Rise and Rise of the Nation-State?”” Review
of International Political Economy, 4, 3, Autumn 1997.

Sol Picciotto, “International Transformations of the Capitalist State”, Antipode, 43, 1,
2011.

Week 6-

Giovanni Arrighi and Beverly Silver, “Capitalism and World (Dis)order”, Review of
International Studies, 27, 2001.

Giovanni Arrighi, “Hegemony Unravelling I, New Left Review, 32, 2005.

Immanuel Wallerstein, “The Curve of American Power”, New Left Review, 40, 2006.



Week 7-

B. S. Chimni, “International Institutions Today: An Imperial Global State in the Making”,
European Journal of International Law, 15, 1, 2004.

Alan Deardorff and Robert Stern, “What You Should Know about Globalization and the
World Trade Organization, Review of International Economics, 10, 3, 2002.

Susan K. Sell, “Intellectual Property Rights”, in David Held and Anthony McGrew eds.,
Governing Globalization, Polity, 2002, pp. 171-188.

Week 8-

Gerard Dumenil and Dominic Levy, “The Neoliberal (Counter-)revolution”, in Alfredo
Saad-Filho and Deborah Johnston eds., Neoliberalism: A Critical Reader, Pluto Press,
2005.

Miguel Centeno and Joseph Cohen, “The Arc of Neoliberalism”, Annual Review of
Sociology, 2012.

Lucio Baccaro and Chris Howell, “A Common Neoliberal Trajectory: The
Transformation of Industrial Relations in Advanced Capitalism”, Politics and Society, 39,
2011.

Neil Brenner, Jamie Peck and Nik Theodore, “Variegated Neoliberalism: Geographies,
Modalities, Pathways”, Global Networks, 10, 2, 2010.

Week 9

Ben Fine and Alfredo Saad-Filho, Marx’s Capital, Pluto Press, 4" edition, 2003,



Week 10

David Harvey, “The Enigma of Capital and the Crisis This Time”, in Craig Calhoun and
Georgi Derluguian eds. Business as Usual: The Roots of the Global Financial Meltdown,
NYU Press, 2011.

Caglar Keyder, “Crisis, Underconsumption and Social Policy”, in Craig Calhoun and
Georgi Derluguian eds. Business as Usual.

Week 11

Sylvia Walby, “Finance versus Democracy? Theorizing Finance in Society”, Work,
Employment and Society, 27, 3, 2013.

Wolfgang Streeck, “The Politics of Public Debt: Neoliberalism, Capitalist Development,

and the Restructuring of the State”, Max Planck Institute for Social Research discussion
paper, 2013.

Week 12

Neil Brenner, Jamie Peck and Nik Theodore, “Variegated Neoliberalism: Geographies,
Modalities, Pathways”, Global Networks, 10, 2, 2010.

Wolfgang Streeck, “The Crises of Democratic Capitalism”, New Left Review, 71, 2011.

Nancy Fraser, “A Triple Moment? Parsing the Politics of the Crisis after Polanyi”, New
Left Review, May-June 2013.



