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The concept of generation, though highly disregarded by social scientists, play a crucial role in understanding 
social movements. This course intends to take a look at the concept of generation within the historical context of 
the 1960s and 2010s. The aim is to focus in a comparative way on two generations, the so-called “68 generation” 
and the “Y” generation of the Gezi uprising.  
 
Rather than simply sticking to high politics, attention will be devoted to social and pyschological dimensions of 
these generations.  
 
This course aims to clarify 
 
1) the concept of “generations” for historical studies 
2) the historical context of the 1960s and 2010s 
3) the characteristics of the “Y generation” 
4) the comparison of the two generations, namely, the generations of “68” and “Y” 
5) the role of social media in contemporary social movements 
6) the nature of the Gezi uprising, which has not yet to be properly understood even today. 
 
The course will consist of short lectures and in-class participation of students. Therefore, student participation is 
essential and important. There is no exam in this course! 
 
The grade will be based on  
 
a) Participation/presentation  30%     b) Term paper 70%   
 
 
WEEKLY READINGS 
 
Week I  Introduction to the Course       October 1 
 
Week II   On the Theory of Generations       October 8 
 
Karl Mannheim, “The Problem of Generations,” Periodicals Archive Online, 1927/28: 378-404. 
 
Jose Ortega y Gasset, The Modern Theme, 1951, 11-18; 78-85. 
 
Hans Jaeger, “Generations in History: Reflections on a Controversial Concept,”  History and Theory, 1985: 273-
292. 
 
Jane Pilcher, "Mannheim's Sociology of Generations: An Undervalued Legacy," in: British Journal of Sociology 
45:3 (Sept. 1994), pp. 481-495.  
 
June Edmunds and Bryan S. Turner,  “Global Generations: Social Change in the 20th Century,” The British 
Journal of Sociology 2005 Volume 56 Issue 4: 559-577. 
 
 
Week III  The 60s: The Historical Context     October 15 
 
Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Extremes (New York: Pantheon, 1994): 225-400;  433-460 (chp 8-13, chp 15). 
 
Feroz Ahmad, The Turkish Experiment in Democracy, 1950-1975 (Westview, Boulder, 1977):  147-384. 



 
Week IV The 1968 in World History I      October 22 
 
Carole Fink, Philipp Gassert and Detlef Junker, “Introduction,” in 1968 – The World Transformed, Carole Fink 
et. al (ed).. (Cambridge University Press, 1999): 1-27. 
 
Immanuel Wallerstein, “1968: The Great Rehearsal,” in Giovanni Arrighi, Terence K. Hopkins, and Immanuel 
Wallerstein, Antisystemic Movements (London, 1989): 97-115. 
 
Jürgen Habermas, Toward a Rational Society: Student Protest, Science and Politics translated by Jeremy J. 
Shapiro (London: Heinemann Educational, 1971): 1-49. 
 
Tarıq Ali, “Introduction,” in 1968: Marching in the Streets edited by Tarıq Ali and Susan Watkins (London: 
Bloomsbury, 1998): 7-13. 
 
Jeremi Suri, “The Rise and Fall of an International Counterculture, 1960–1975,” The American Historical 
Review (2009) 114 (1): 45-68. 
 
Richard Ivan Jobs, “Youth Movements: Travel, Protest, and Europe in 1968, “American Historical Review. April 
2009, 114 (2): 376-404. 
 
Louis Althusser, “1968 Mayıs Olayları Üzerine Bir Mektup,” Birikim, cilt 1, no. 1, (Mart 1975): 39-49. 
 
 
Week V  National Holiday: No Class      October 29 
 
Week VI The 1968 in World History II      November 5 
 
Herbert Marcuse, “Yeni Baskı Döneminde Hareket: Bir Değerlendirme,” Cogito, no.14, Spring 1998: 69-80. 
 
Michel Foucault ile Söyleşi, “Mayıs 68 Boyunca “Sözcükler ile “Şeyler” Arasında, Cogito, no.14, Spring 1998: 
126-130. 
 
Herbert A. Deane, “Öğrenci Radikalizmi Üzerine Düşünceler,” Cogito, no.14, Spring 1998: 81-85. 
 
Angelina Bammer, “Geleceği Yeniden Yazmak: 1970’li Yılların Geminizminde Ütopyacı İtki,” Cogito, no.14, 
Spring 1998: 131-146. 
 
Rudi Dutschke, “Anti-Otoriterlik Üzerine,” Cogito, no.14, Spring 1998: 27-35. 
 
Tanıl Bora, “Doğu Avrupa’da 68” Toplum ve Bilim. No : 41. Spring 1988: 129-151. 
 
Arif Dirlik, “The Third World in 1968,” in: Fink et al., 1968. The World Transformed: 295-317. 
 
Stuart J. Hilwig, “The Revolt Against the Establishment: Students versus the Press in West Germany and Italy,” 
321-349. 
 
Gerd Rainer Horn, “The changing nature of the European working class: the rise and fall of the 'new middle 
classes (France, Italy, Spain, Czechoslovakia)” in  Fink et al., 1968. The World Transformed: 351-371.  
 
Sara M. Evans, “Sons, Daughters, and Patriarchy: Gender and the 1968 Generation,” American Historical 
Review. April 2009, Vol. 114 Issue 2: 331-347. 
 
Eva Maleck-Lewy and Bernhard Maleck, “The Women's Movement in East and West Germany,” in  Fink et al., 
1968. The World Transformed: 373-395. 
 
Lynne Segal, “Aileyi Parçalayacak mıyız?,” Toplum ve Bilim, no : 41, spring 1988, 61-84. 
 
Week VII  The 1968 in Turkey I      November 12 



 
Gün Zileli, Yarılma: 1954-1972 (İstanbul: İletişim, 2002).  
 
Week VIII  The 1968 in Turkey II      November 19 
 
Emin Alper, “Reconsidering social movements in Turkey: The case of the 1968-71 protest cycle,” New 
Perspectives on Turkey, vol 43 / Sept 2010: 63 – 96. 
 
Doğan Gurpinar (2011) Myths and Memories of the 1968 Events in Turkey: 1968 as the Mirror of 2008, Turkish 
Studies, 12:3: 451-474. 
 
Murat Belge (Ahmet Samim), “The Left,” in Turkey in Transition (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987):  
147-176. 
 
Ahmet İnsel, “Mayıs 68: Trajedisiz Bir Devrim,” Birikim, 109, May 1998: 45-48. 
 
Ragıp Zarakolu.  “68 Deneyiminden Bazı Belgeler” Toplum ve Bilim. No : 41. Spring 1988: 207-252. 
 
Tanıl Bora, “68 Ruhu Nedir?” Birikim, 109, May 1998: 92-95. 
 
Ertuğrul Kürkçü, “Hala Bir “68 Kuşağı” var mı?” Cogito, no.14, Spring 1998: 160-169. 
 
Şahin Alpay, “68 Kuşağı Üzerine Bir Deneme”, Toplum ve Bilim. 41 (Spring 1988): 167-185. 
 
Murat Belge, “68 ve Sonrasında Sol Hareket”, Toplum ve Bilim, No : 41, (Spring 1988): 153-166.  
 
Nadire Mater. “Devrimci Gençlik Hareketi Üzerine Ertuğrul Kürkçü İle Görüşme”. Türkiye Sorunları Dizisi 2. 
Alan Yay. 1987, 10-42. 
 
Zafer Toprak, “1968’i Yargılamak ya da 68 Kuşağına Mersiye,” Cogito, no.14, Spring 1998: 154-159. 
 
Taner Akçam, “68’den Geriye Ne Kaldı?” Birikim, 109, May 1998: 40-44. 
 
Işıl Gürsoy Uyar, 68’in Kadınları, edited by Ayşe Yazıcıoğlu (Köse), 2010: 129-139. 
 
Çimen Keskin Turan, 68’in Kadınları, edited by Ayşe Yazıcıoğlu (Köse), 2010: 45-56. 
 
 
Week IX  The Y Generation in Contemporary World     November 26 
 
Pew Research Center, “Millenials, A Portrait of Generation Next,” 2010: 1-109. 
 
Engin Deniz Er et. al, “Generation “Y” in Turkish Context: Multiple Foci Research, International Journal of 
Business and Management Studies, Vol 5, No 1, 2013. 
 
Z. Yüksekbilgili, Türk Tipi Y Kuşağı. Electronic Journal of Social Sciences, 12(45), 342-353. 
 
 
Week X   Gezi: Different Interpretations I     December 3 
 
M. Asım Karaömerlioğlu, “Türkiye'de 20. Yüzyılın Son Seçimi,” Bianet, May 7, 2011. 
 
NTV Tarih, Yaşarken Yazılan Tarih, 2013. 
 
Esra Ercan Bilgiç & Zehra Kafkaslı, Gencim, Özgürlükçüyüm, Ne İstiyorum?#direngeziparkı Anketi Sonuçları 
(İstanbul: İstanbul Bilgi Üniversitesi Yayınları), 2013. 
 
Çağlar Keyder, “ Yeni Orta Sınıf,” Bilimler Akademisi, 4-Aug-13 
 
Orhan Alkaya, “Gezi ve Z Kuşağı,” T24, 22-Sep-13. 



 
Ahmet İnsel,” Gel yavaş, yerler yaş!” Radikal, 23-Jun-13 
 
Bekir Ağırdır, “Gezi direnişinin sonuçları: Artık 'yeni' AK Parti'nin tekelinde değil,” T24, 17-Jun-13. 
 
M. Asım Karaömerlioğlu, “Nüfus Mühendisliğinden Gezi Parkı Direnişine,” T24, July 19, 2013. 
 
Cihan Tugal, "Resistance everywhere": The Gezi revolt in global perspective, New Perspectives on Turkey, 
no.49, Fall 2013: 157-172. 
 
Bülent Somay, “Baba, oğullarının başkaldırdığına inanmaz kışkırtıldıklarını sanır,” Hürriyet,7-Jul-13 
 
Ersin Kalaycıoğlu, “Örgütsüz, plansız, lidersiz ilk sivil toplum hareketi,” Akşam, 6-Jun-13 
 
Ayşe Buğra, “Turkey: what lies behind the nationwide protests?” Opendemocracy.net, 6-Aug-13 
 
Çağlar Keyder, “Gezi olaylarının seyrini Türkiye'de yükselmekte olan yeni orta sınıf değiştirmiştir,” T24,9-Sep-
13.  
 
R. Barış Ünlü, “Şempanze ve Bonobo,” Demokrathaber.net, 12-Sep-13 
 
M. Asım Karaömerlioğlu, “Gezi Direnişi Kadınların Türkiye Siyasetine “One Minute” Demesidir,” T24,18-Jun-
13. 
 
Ahmet  Tonak, “İsyanın Sınıfları,” Gezi Direnişi Üzerine Düşünceler, 2013: 21-28. 
 
Cihan Tugal, “Gezi hareketinin ortak paydaları ve yeni örgütlülük biçimleri,” Sendika.org, 3-Jul-13. 
 
Week XI  Gezi: Different Interpretations II     December 10 
 
Nilüfer Göle, “Gezi – Anatomy of a Public Square Movement,” Insight Turkey, vol. 15 / No. 3 / 
2013: 7-14. 
 
Şebnem Yardımcı-Geyikçi, “Gezi Park Protests in Turkey: A Party Politics View,” The Political Quarterly, Vol. 
85, No. 4, October–December 2014: 445-453. 
 
Efe Can Gürcan & Efe Peker, “A class analytic approach to the Gezi Park events: Challenging the ‘middle class’  
myth,” Capital & Class, 2015, Vol. 39(2): 321–343. 
 
Ahmet Öncü, “Turkish Capitalist Modernity and the Gezi Revolt,” Journal of Historical Sociology Vol. 27 No. 2 
June 2014: 151-176. 
 
Erdem Yörük & Murat Yüksel, “Class and Politics in Turkey’s Gezi Protests,” New Left Review 89, sept. oct 
2014: 103-123. 
 
Soli Özel, “A Moment of Elation: The Gezi Protests/ Resistance and the Fading of the AKP Project,” in The 
Making of a Protest Movement in Turkey: #occupygezi, ed. By Umut Özkırımlı, Palgrave, 2014, 7-24. 
 
Cihan Tugal, “Occupy Gezi: the limits of Turkey’s neoliberal success,” www.jadaliyya.com (2013). 
 
Tayfun Atay, “The Clash of ‘Nations’ in Turkey: Reflections on the Gezi Park Incident,” Insight Turkey, vol. 15, 
no. 3 / 2013: 39-44. 
 
Erdem Yörük, “The Long Summer of Turkey: The Gezi Uprising and Its Historical Roots,” The South Atlantic 
Quarterly 113:2, Spring 2014: 419-426. 
 
M. Asım Karaömerlioğlu, “Alkol, Ahlak ve AKP,” Bianet.org, 2-Jun-13. 
 
Orhan Alkaya, “Gezi Darbe Girişimi miydi?” T24, 8-Sep-13. 
 



 
Week XII   Gezi: Different Interpretations III     December 17 
 
SETA, Kurgu ile Gerçeklik Arasında Gezi Eylemleri, 16-Sep-13. 
 
Cemil Koçak, “Bu Oyunun Benzerlerini 70'lerde Şili'de Oynadılar,” Star, 23-Jun-13. 
 
Cemil Koçak,  “Önce Sokaklar Karışır Ardından "KURTARICILAR" Ortaya Çıkar,” Star ,27-Jul-13. 
 
Atilla Yayla, “Gezi Park Revolts: For or Against Democracy?,” Insight Turkey, Vol. 15 / No. 4 / 2013: 7-18 
 
Etyen Mahçupyan, “Gezi Artık Bir Proje,” Zaman, Sept. 26, 2013. 
 
Etyen Mahçupyan, “Specter of Gezi in Europe,” Todayszaman, Oct. 10, 2013. 
 
Etyen Mahçupyan, “Seyircinin Muhtemelen Depresyonu,” Zaman, July 4, 2013. 
 
Halil Berktay, “Gezi'ye katılan gençlerin içi öfke ve nefret dolu,” Yeni Şafak, June 2, 2014. 
 
 
Week XIII  The Gezi Uprising and the Social Media    December 24 
 
Zeynep Tüfekçi, “Social Movements and Governments in the Digital Age: Evaluating a Complex Landscape,” Journal of 
International Affairs, Fall 2014, 1-18. 
 
M. Asım Karaömerlioğlu, “Gezi Direnişi’nin Bir ‘Belası:’ Sosyal Medya,” T24, 10 Nov. 2013. 
 
Kaan Varnalı & Vehbi Görgülü. “A social influence perspective on expressive political participation in Twitter: 
the case of #OccupyGezi,” Information, Communication & Society. Jan 2015, Vol. 18 Issue 1:1-16. 
 
Gülizar Hacıyakupoğlu & Weiyu Zhang, “Social Media and Trust during the Gezi Protests in Turkey,” Journal 
of Computer-Mediated Communication, 20 (2015): 450–466. 
 
Osman Zeki Gökçe et. Al, “Twitter and Politics: Identifying Turkish Opinion Leaders in New Social 
Media.” Turkish Studies. Dec 2014, Vol. 15 Issue 4: 671-688. 
 
Erkan Safa, “The AK Party's social media strategy: controlling the uncontrollable,” Turkish Review 4.4  (Jul/Aug 
2014): 418-423. 
 
Tolga Yazıcı, “The Role of Online Social Networks in Social Movements: Social Polarization and Violations 
against Social Unity and Privacy of Individuals in Turkey, Conference Paper, 2014. 
 


