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Wednesday 10:00-13:00
Office Hrs: Wednesday 14:00-16:00 and by appointment.
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Course Description: The seminar introduces students to issues ranging from social justice,
equality, social welfare, income distribution, wealth and poverty, wealth and taxation
both in history and in contemporary world. We consider tax as a social instrument, and
taxing as politics. Technologies of taxation and ideologies informing perceptions of
tax in historical societies and in our present are topics that we will focus on during the
semester. During the first part of the semester we are going to make common readings
as the basis for weekly discussions. Each student is expected to carry out a small
research project on issues that we will be discussing throughout the first part of the
semester. During the second part students are going to present their projects to the
classroom. Research topics may be on historical issues, as well as contemporary social
problems.

Readings: The following is a list of books and articles which may give an idea to the common
readings of the course.
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University Press, 1999.

Boylan, Delia M. "Taxation and Transition: The Politics of the 1990 Chilean Tax Reform."
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Shaw, Stanford J. "The Nineteenth-Century Ottoman Tax Reforms and Revenue System."
International Journal of Middle East Studies 6, no. 4 (1975): 421-59.
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